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that God hath given to Mart, but to the knowledge that man gains of the
power and wisdom of God, by the aid of the sciences, and by studying the
structure of the universe that God has math4.
The setters-lip, therefore, and the advocates of the Christian system of
faith, could not but foresee that the continually progressive knowledge
that man would gain, by the aid of science, of the power and wisdom of
God, manifested in the structure* of (he universe, and in all the works of
Creation, would militate against, and call into question, the truth of their
system of faith; and therefore it became necessary to their purpose to cut
learning down to a sixc less dangerous to their project, and this they
effected by restricting the idea of learning to tin? dead study of dead lan-
guages.
They not only rejected the study of science out of the Christian schools,
but they persecuted it; and it is only within about the last two centuries
that the study has been revived. So lute as lotO, Galileo, a Florentine,
discovered and introduced the use of telescopes, and by applying them to
olxserve the motions and appearance of the heavenly bodies, afforded addi-
tional means for ascertaining the true structure of the universe, Instead
of being esteemed for those discoveries, he was .sentenced to renounce
them, or the opinions resulting from them, as a damnable heresy. And,
prior to that lime, Vigilius was condemned to be burned for asserting
the antipodes, or in other words, that the earth was a globe, and habitable
in every part, where there was land; yet the truth of this is now too well
known even to be told,
If the belief of errors not morally bad did no mischief, it would make
no part of the moral duty of man to oppose and remove them. There was
no moral ill in believing the earth was Hat like a trencher, any more than
there was moral virtue in believing that it was round like a globe; neither
was there any moral ill in believing that the Creator made no other world
than this, any more than there was mural virtue in believing that he
made millions, and that the infinity of space is filled with worlds. But
when a system of religion is made to grow out of a supposed system of
creation that is not true, and to unite itself therewith in a manner almost
inseparable therefrom, the case assumes an entirely different ground. It
is then that errors, not morally bad, become fraught with the same mis-
chiefs as if they were. It is then that the truth, though otherwise indif-
ferent itself, becomes an essential, by becoming the criterion, that either
confirms by corresponding evidence, or denies by contradictory evidence,
the reality of the religion itself, In thus view of the case, it is the moral
duty of man to obtain every possible evidence that the structure of the